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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 184 


The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Superintendent’s Office, 


Sir: - 


In obedience to your instructions, I beg leave to submit to you the following in regard to 
the numismatic exhibit of the U.S. Mint at the Worlds Fair at Chicago. It was considered one of 
the most interesting of the Government exhibits; being conspicuously placed on a main isle, 
leading from the western entrance. The “U.S. Mint” and Peter (the stuffed eagle) was the first 
exhibit observed upon entering the building from the west side. The collection of 7,500 coins 
representing every nation of the world were placed in attractive cases, and chronologically and 
otherwise arranged, so that visitors from all nations could almost at once see the coins of their 
own country. 

The cabinet was a worlds exhibit in itself. It was interesting to witness the agreeable 
surprise of the foreigners on suddenly beholding the familiar coins of their country. 

The greatest crowd was always about the United States section, and the particular coins 
of interest were the 1804 dollar, Widows Mite, California slug, and the most ancient of the 
Greek. 


A returned missionary from China, was so much interested, that he added ten rare and 
curious ancient Chinese coins, of B.C. 1,000-200. 

A great many inquiries respecting coins, as to their rarity value, &c. were made. 

One gentleman asked me to examine his 1804 dollar, which proved to his sorry to be an 
altered date; he was sorry he showed it to me, because only a short time before he was offered 
$1,500 for it. 

My colleague, Mr. Thos. S. Keyser and myself greatly enjoyed our six months at the 
Worlds Fair. Our relations with the Government Officials, as well as Messers. Beekley, Grace & 
Opper were very pleasant and agreeable. 

I am pleased that the coins are now returned and in their respective place without loss or 

injury. 


Yours respectfully, 
R.A. McClure 
Curator 

O.C. Bosbyshell 
Superintendent 



